
                             Uganda trip June 2012 

This was an unexpected trip with just Mary and Denise from Heart of God International, 
who is also an Ezra trustee. The trip was for only eight days.

One reason for the trip was that we were one teacher short and needed to appoint a 
teacher for the Primary 1 class, a key position in the school. The lady who was appointed 
is called Robinah Matuka. She is an experienced lady who had Grade A in teaching 
practice. She had previously been teaching P1 at a private school. 

Another appointment was Deo Mushambo who has 
been with Heart of God for many years. He is our
new Site Manager and Administrator. He will be 
responsible for the ground staff and watchmen, 
releasing our head teacher to concentrate on the 
teaching staff. He has already started to make plans
to change the grass at the school which eliminates the need to strim it as often. 

The kitchen is also going up quickly. The children are looking forward to having a school 
meal at lunchtime - something which has not been possible for the past two years or so.

Everyone agreed on her being the best candidate, but we were 
worried about her having young children and leaving them 
down at the trading post where she had been living. However, 
there is a good nursery near us and the head teacher of that 
nursery is married to one of our teachers. One of the teachers 
at the nursery also lives on site. So, everything was already in 
place for her to join us.

The last two classrooms of the second 
classroom block are now completed. They will 
have a dividing wall between them so that the 
space can be used for conferences, meetings 
etc.
There was a teachers’ conference held here 
this June, by HGEA  with teachers coming from 
all the neighbouring schools. The DEO was 
very impressed and has asked for another one 
next year to be held in August so that all 
teachers can attend.



To feed a child will cost £1.40 for a week, which is not a lot of money, but when there are 
£400 children, plus staff and workers, it comes to £588 per week. However, the kitchen will 
be finished soon, plates and mugs have been donated by Abertysswg Primary School and 
John Lamont, one of our trustees, so all we need now is the funding for the food. We don’t 
believe God would provide all the other things and not the food!

Abertysswg Primary School have formed a link with P5 class in King’s Primary School. 
Letters have been going back and forth, telling each other about their lives and schools.

This is P5 class under the Welsh flag. The letters 
from these children told of going to school in the 
morning without food and working in the fields 
from 6am. They arrive at school at 7.30am.
They wrote of cleaning their teeth with a local 
toothbrush (a stick) and scrubbing their legs with a 
stone to get the dirt off. then going to the borehole 
to get water for the day.

I told them that the children in Abertysswg have 
water piped into their houses and that all they had 
to do to get it was turn on a tap. They were 
amazed!!

They were very happy to get the plates and mugs. 

This gives them hope that they will soon get at 
least one good meal a day.



The longer he stayed in hospital, the 
more expense was being incurred. 
Sam tried to sell some land to cover some of the costs, but found no buyer. He asked if 
Sylus could continue to recover at home, even though there was still some money 
outstanding. They agreed, but Sylus has been told he will never walk again and is in a 
wheelchair.

He should have returned to the hospital on 4th May to have the metal spikes removed 
from his right leg, but  because the equivalent of £250 was still owed, the hospital would 
not do the necessary operation. When we arrived in Uganda, we were told the current 
situation. Denise, Ezra trustee and Director go Heart of God East Africa, put an appeal on 
the website. The next morning, the money was available. It was donated by a man who 
had been thrown from a horse and broken his back. He was told he would never walk 
again and is now walking. He told us to tell Sylus his story. We had already prayed for 
Sylus, that despite what the doctors said, he would walk again. 

The money needed for Sylus’s transport to the hospital had been given to me by Nic 
Madge whom we had met in Uganda in February and it was Ugandan shillings that he had 
left over. We needed 130,000/- and he had given me 127,000/- - almost the exact amount 
needed.

Since I arrived home, I have been told that Sylus is in pain, but recovering and he is 
walking on “trees” (crutches)!! Sylus told us he likes writing stories  and would send me 
some about traditional Bagisu stories of the area. 

Another success story is that of Phoebe, a four year old who has hydrocephalus. She has 
been unable to walk because the weight of her head has been too much for her legs to 
bear. Following further treatment, she has been in need of a frame to help her walk. 
Denise brought one with her from the USA where some people did a sponsored walk to 
raise the money for it.

This is Sylus with his mother Helen and father Sam 
Masolo who served on our School Management 
Committee for several years until February this year. 
Sylus left us 2 years ago to go to secondary school.

On 16th March, this year, he was returning from school 
on his bicycle at 7pm,  when he was knocked off his bike 
by a hit and run driver. He was unconscious and left for 
dead. His family were alerted and he was taken to Mbale 
hospital, still unconscious. From there, because of the 
seriousness of his condition, he was referred to Kumi 
hospital more than 40 km away. He was not expected to 
live.

Sam appealed to us for help for his medical expenses, 
which eventually came to  more than £1,000. Trustees of 
Ezra, Heart of God International and other friends helped 
out. Slowly, broken bones were set  and Sylus started to 
recover, but it was a painful and difficult process 
because so many of his bones were broken.



Phoebe’s father is called Benny Wanjala. He also has a 5 year old son who will be eligible 
for King’s PS next year.

We had two athletes who qualified for the Nationals in athletics. They are Oliver Nambuya 
and Chebet Ashiru. However, the system has now changed and it was detrimental to us. 
Chebet was leading and was 1st in the 1500 metres and leadng the field, but was sick and 
passed out after finishing 3rd in the 800 metres. They had qualified on the Friday and the 
Nationals were on the Monday. It was a 2 day journey to get to Western Uganda where 
they were held. Then, they were told that everyone had to do every field and every track 
event. They could only specialize when they were 14 years old. They were exhausted!! 

 Phoebe loved it and wanted to “ride her 
bike” as she called it. 

We also gave her some orthopaedic shoes 
from Cherie, one of our trustees, but she 
couldn’t walk in them and was afraid. I think 
they might have been a bit heavy for her 
weak legs. She needs time to get used to 
them. In the meantime, she will be given 
some soft shoes to get used to wearing 
something on her feet.

 We went to the Forestry office and met the 
environmental officer Rogers to find out 
where to get trees for the school. He was 
very helpful and we ended up buying 125 
trees, 

We bought - Gueverea for shade and as a 
wind break and Neem and Maringa which 
have antimalarial qualities. The Neem also 
has a lot of nutrients. Prunus Africanus is 
another tree whose bark can be used 
against prostrate cancer.

To help feed the children, we bought a lot of 
fruit trees such as avocado, mango, papaya 
and jackfruit. Other trees were bought to 
attract birds and so will be good teaching 
aids. Passion fruit can also grow up them as 
a climber. 

The head teacher, Moses, and Sam show 
the children how to plant them in their 
agriculture lesson. There will be an avenue 
of fruit trees all the way up our driveway.



At the staff meeting Denise gave a folder for each of the teachers in which to put all their 
school documents - contracts, policies, job descriptions, appraisals etc. The folders also 
had a bar of chocolate attached. Three of the staff had never had chocolate before. Denise 
then gave them a toothbrush each. One of them said that that was a miracle for him. He 
had never had a toothbrush before.

Moses, our head teacher said that the teachers had recently been appraised externally. 
The examiners had never been to our area before and were amazed. The didn’t know 
such a school existed.

What next?
We tried to find out what was needed by way of community development. One idea was 
re. a grinding mill for maize. Now, they go down to Muyembe, the trading post, and pay 
100,000/- per kilo for grinding the maize with husks left on and 200,000/- per kilo without 
the husks, which is better quality. Four big mills in a tin sheeting store with a guard at night 
would be needed.This would bring employment to the area and because there would then 
be no need to pay transport to Muyembe, a portion of the grain could be given to the 
school to feed the children.

Further industry suggested is a refinery for oil - sunflower, cotton and simsim (a paste). 
The Chinese provide these and do a reduced price for charities. However, this would be 
more expensive.

Re. the school, we strive to be the best school in the district again this year. Exams take 
place in November and our pupils have to pass these in order to progress to the 
comprehensive school.  Also, we still need to build another classroom block, an 
administration block and a dining area, as well as complete our sporting facilities and 
install a header tank.
Denise has a vision for building a secondary school when the primary school is finished. 
This is very much needed, because the nearest comprehensive school is five kilometres 
away and the children have to walk or cycle, if they have the means to do so.




